AP English Language and Composition

2019-20
Michael McKinney
mckinneymd@fultonschools.org

Assignments are posted on https://michaelmckinneyela.weebly.com/
Texts:

Kennedy, X.J. et all. The Bedford Reader, 12th Edition: Bedford/St. Martins, 2013. 

Prentice Hall Literature: The American Experience.  
A tentative list of novels and nonfiction: The Awakening, The Crucible, Slaughterhouse-Five, The Great Gatsby, Fences, The Scarlet Letter. 

Students are financially responsible for all books issued by CHS. Textbooks may not be left in classrooms and teachers are not responsible for the whereabouts of your book. The copy which was issued must be turned in at the end of the course.  You will not receive credit for turning in another student’s book and may not turn in replacement books.  The cost of replacement will be assessed to any student that fails to turn in the book they were issued or turns in a damaged book.

Course Description

Advanced Placement (AP) Language and Composition engages students in the study of rhetoric, “the use of language for persuasive purposes” (Corbett and Connors 15).  Students become skilled readers, using a variety of deconstruction methods.  The selections of the course are a combination of texts representative of the literary movements of American literature in addition to texts grouped by rhetorical mode.  The analysis of prose and, in turn, the student’s writing focuses on higher purpose, audience expectations, writer’s attitude, and conventions of writing and language as a means of effective communication.  Students become mature readers and writers through interpretation, class discussions, inquiry, and written discourse of texts; all of which, allow students to prepare for AP Language and Composition exam as the ultimate culminating assessment for the course.  Curricular Requirements as set by the College Board are:

1: The course teaches and requires students to write in several forms (e.g., narrative, expository, analytical, and argumentative essays) about a variety of subjects (e.g., public policies, popular culture, personal experiences).

2. The course requires students to write essays that proceed through several stages or drafts, with revision aided by teacher and peers.

3. The course requires students to write in informal contexts (e.g., imitation exercises, journal keeping, collaborative writing, and in-class responses) designed to help them become increasingly aware of themselves as writers and of the techniques employed by the writers they read.

4. The course requires expository, analytical, and argumentative writing assignments that are based on readings representing a wide variety of prose styles and genres.

5. The course requires nonfiction readings (e.g., essays, journalism, political writing, science writing, nature writing, autobiographies/biographies, diaries, history, criticism) that are selected to give students opportunities to identify and explain an author's use of rhetorical strategies and techniques. If fiction and poetry are also assigned, their main purpose should be to help students understand how various effects are achieved by writers' linguistic and rhetorical choices.

6. The course teaches students to analyze how graphics and visual images both relate to written texts and serve as alternative forms of text themselves.

7. The course teaches research skills, and in particular, the ability to evaluate, use, and cite primary and secondary sources. The course assigns projects such as the researched argument paper, which goes beyond the parameters of a traditional research paper by asking students to present an argument of their own that includes the analysis and synthesis of ideas from an array of sources.

8. The course teaches students how to cite sources using a recognized editorial style (e.g., Modern Language Association, The Chicago Manual of Style, etc.).

9. The AP teacher provides instruction and feedback on students' writing assignments, both before and after the students revise their work, that help the students develop these skills: • A wide-ranging vocabulary used appropriately and effectively • A variety of sentence structures, including appropriate use of subordination and coordination • Logical organization, enhanced by specific techniques to increase coherence, such as repetition, transitions, and emphasis • A balance of generalization and specific, illustrative detail • An effective use of rhetoric, including controlling tone, establishing and maintaining voice, and achieving appropriate emphasis through diction and sentence structure.

In addition to preparing students for the AP exam in May, our literary focus for the year is a survey of American Literature. We will be examining classic and contemporary works in fiction, poetry, and non-fiction to explore American literary periods and the unique themes present in the enduring texts. Students will also select one canonical text to read in the spring which will serve as the foundation for a literary analysis research paper.   
English Language Arts Georgia Standards of Excellence (GSE)
Because of the flexibility of English Language Arts course offerings at the high school level, the GSE for grades 9 through 12 is organized into grade bands comprised of 9-10 and 11-12. The 9-12 Standards define what students should understand and be able to do by the end of each grade band. As students progress towards the successful culmination of their high school careers, they will consolidate and internalize all of the skills instilled through the full progression of the GSE. High school students will employ strong, thorough, and explicit textual evidence in their literary analyses and technical research. They will understand the development of multiple ideas through details and structure and track the development of complex characters and advanced elements of plot such as frame narratives and parallel storylines. Student writing will reflect the ability to argue effectively, employing the structure, evidence, and rhetoric necessary in the composition of effective, persuasive texts. Students will be able to construct college-ready research papers of significant length in accordance with the guidelines of standard format styles such as APA and MLA. Students in high school will have built strong and varied vocabularies across multiple content areas, including technical subjects. They will skillfully employ rhetoric and figurative language, purposefully construct tone and mood, and identify lapses in reason or ambiguities in texts. Students will recognize nuances of meaning imparted by mode of presentation, whether it is live drama, spoken word, digital media, film, dance, or fine art. Confident familiarity with important foundational documents from American history and from the development of literature over time will accrue before the end of grade 12. Students will graduate with the fully developed ability to communicate in multiple modes of discourse demonstrating a strong command of the rules of Standard English. Complete lists of all the GSE standards for each grade band are available at https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Pages/ELA-9-12.aspx. 
Course Policies

Attendance and Make-up Work

It is the student’s responsibility to complete all work within the prescribed time.  Students have the number of days absent to make-up work, other than major projects.  Therefore, if a student is absent for one day, he or she has only one day to complete make-up work or arrange for a make-up test.  Failure to complete an assignment within this timeframe will result in a zero for the assignment.  If a student is absent on a test day, the test will be administered in class on the next day he or she is present.   

ALL MAKE UP WORK IS LISTED ON MY WEBSITE

YOU are responsible for accessing the class website to find out what you missed if you are absent from class. 


A Note About Process Writing:

English is unique in that multiple standards can only be assessed by work produced over an extended period of time. Writing is an ongoing process that consists of drafting and revising; therefore, student work that fails to demonstrate mastery of process standards (GSE W5 & W10) will be assessed accordingly.
Grading Scale

The grading scale for the class is as follows:


A = 90-100  
B = 80-89  
C = 70-79  
F = below 70

Summative Grades (tests, essays, projects)


50%

Formative Grades (quizzes, class assignments)


20%
Progress Reporting (homework, reading checks, etc.) 

10%

Final Exam/EOC





20%

A cumulative final will be given at the end of the first semester; at the end of second semester, the county will administer an end of course test.  Each of these assessments will comprise 20% of the student's semester grade.

Extra Credit: Extra credit assignments or opportunities are not available in any Chattahoochee English class.

Dropped Grades:

The Chattahoochee English Department recognizes that unforeseen circumstances sometime prevent students from doing their best work.  With that in mind, it is department policy to drop each student’s lowest quiz grade each semester.  

Vocabulary

Expanding yours is one of the simplest ways to make yourself a more effective communicator (this means a more effective reader, writer, and speaker). I assume that since you’re taking this course, you’re innately motivated to take on this endeavor; however, your control of vocabulary will be assessed through cumulative vocabulary quizzes.
What I expect: In addition to the lists I will provide, you should be looking up any words you don’t know as you’re reading; therefore, you should know all of the words in the text by the time you’re done with it. If you truly know what a word means, you’ll be able to incorporate it effectively into your own writing or speech. 

What I suggest:

· Procure a separate notebook or allocate a specific section of your binder solely for vocabulary. You’ll want your very special vocabulary receptacle to be easily accessed when you find a new word.

· If you already know a word well enough to comfortably use it, don’t worry about it writing it down.

· Really learning a word requires more than just writing down the definition. I recommend doing the following for your words:

· Write down the sentence, and underline or highlight the word. You’re doing this for context.

· Prior to looking up the definition, determine what you think the part of speech is and what the word means based on the context of the sentence.

· Record the actual part of speech and definition.

· Change the word to an alternate part of speech. (E.g. If it’s a noun, change it to an adjective.)

· Record a few synonyms.

· Compose an original sentence that includes the word.

Chattahoochee High School Policies

Recovery
Students can recover up to 75%. 

Chattahoochee High School Provision for Improving Grades

 

1. Students who complete a summative assessment* but fail to demonstrate mastery as evidenced by a grade below 75% on the assessment may pursue an improvement opportunity to show proficiency. In the case of an honor code violation on a summative assessment, the grade will stand as a zero with no eligibility for recovery on that assignment. What is classified as a summative assessment is determined within the content area; consult your course syllabus for details.

2. Students should contact the teacher concerning recovery opportunities within 5 school days of being informed of the grade on the assessment in class.  Students are allowed one attempt at recovery per major assessment category listed in the course syllabus. All recovery work must be completed 10 days before the end of the semester.
3. The grade on the recovery assignment will replace the original grade if the recovery grade is equal to or below 75%.  If the recovery grade is above 75%, the original grade will be replaced with a 75%.  

*Extended projects are not eligible for recovery

School Board Policy

Provision for Improving Grades

 

1. Opportunities designed to allow students to recover from a low or failing cumulative grade will be allowed when all work required to date has been completed and the student has demonstrated a legitimate effort to meet all course requirements including attendance. Students should contact the teacher concerning recovery opportunities.  Teachers are expected to establish a reasonable time period for recovery work to be completed during the semester. All recovery work must be directly related to course objectives and must be completed ten school days prior to the end of the semester.

2. Teachers will determine when and how students with extenuating circumstances may improve their grades.

Late Work
I do not accept late homework or classwork. Process papers and other extended assignments completed outside of class will be assessed a 10-point per day late penalty with a maximum deduction of 30 points.
Remediation of Essays

The English department wants to make sure that students have the opportunity to meet the writing standards of the course.  Toward that end, most essay assignments which fail to demonstrate mastery of these standards are eligible to be re-written according to the following guidelines:

A student who receives below an 80% based on the merits of the paper will have the opportunity to revise and resubmit the paper. If a student wishes remediation, they must schedule a conference with the teacher within a week of receiving their paper back. During the conference, the teacher will identify one skill for the student to focus on for revising (grammar, quote integration, organization, internal transitions, etc); the student can earn up to 10 points back for completing these directed revisions within the timeframe specified by the teacher.  If the student is still dissatisfied with their paper, they can schedule additional conferences and work on revising other skills for up to another 10 pts per skill.  The maximum grade possible on a remediated paper is an 80%.

Papers which have had points deducted for not following the directions of the assignment (i.e., lack of revisions, no pre-writing, being late, etc.) are eligible to be re-written; however, any such deductions will stand. For example, a later paper with a 10-point deduction can be remediated for a maximum score of a 70.

CHS English Department Plagiarism Statement

Plagiarism is the use of another's words or ideas and the presentation of them as though they are entirely one's own.  Acts of plagiarism might include, but are not limited to:

1.  using words or ideas from a published source without proper documentation;

2.  using the work of another student (e. g. copying another student's homework, composition, or project);

3.  using excessive editing suggestions of another student, teacher, parent, or paid editor.

Plagiarism on any project or paper at Chattahoochee High School will result in a zero for the assignment and an Honor Code violation.  Unless directly stipulated by the teacher, collaboration on written work is not acceptable.

Students who willingly provide other students with access to their work are in violation of the Honor Code.

Upon teacher request, students may be required to email essays, research papers, or other written work to an online essay scorer provided through our textbook vendor, Pearson. The website checks the submission for plagiarism, provides a receipt for the student to give to the teacher, and reports to the teacher that the student’s work was not copied from any source. Students who do not have email access at home may use the computers in the media center.

Film, Television and Music

Over the course of the year I will incorporate some film clips, television, and/or music into the curriculum.  We will very rarely watch an entire film.  Clips from PG-13 and R rated films are shown only with the approval of the administration and permission from parents.  Films I plan to show to support the lesson plans are listed on the Parental Permission Form for Instructional Use of Videotape form.
AP Lang Syllabus “Lite”

We strongly suggest students purchase a copy of an AP review book (any but the one by Barron’s work well) to use at home to help support instruction in the classroom. Also, it is very helpful for students to have personal copies of the following novels to annotate as they will in college: The Awakening, Slaughterhouse-Five, The Great Gatsby, The Scarlet Letter (DO NOT PURCHASE THE NO FEAR VERSION.). Rest assured that all students will receive a book.  We will also have independent reading assignments in which students will be assigned or asked to choose additional texts to study outside of classroom instruction.

Course Requirements / Expectations

Attendance and Make-up Work

It is the student’s responsibility to complete all work within the prescribed time.  Students have the number of days absent to make up work, other than major projects.  Therefore, if a student is absent for one day, he or she has only one day to complete make-up work or arrange for a make-up test.  Failure to complete an assignment within this timeframe will result in a zero for the assignment.  If a student is absent on a test day, the test will be administered in class on the next day he or she is present.   

ALL MAKE UP WORK IS LISTED ON MY CLASS WEBSITE: https://michaelmckinneyela.weebly.com/
YOU are responsible for accessing the website to find out what you missed if you are absent from class. 


A Note About Process Writing:
English is unique in that multiple standards can only be assessed by work produced over an extended period of time. Writing is an ongoing process that consists of drafting and revising; therefore, student work that fails to demonstrate mastery of process standards (GSE W5 & W10) will be assessed accordingly.
Late Work

I do not accept late homework or classwork. Process papers and other extended assignments completed outside of class will be assessed a 10-point per day late penalty with a maximum deduction of 30 points.
Grading Scale

The grading scale for the class is as follows:


A = 90-100  
B = 80-89  
C = 70-79  
F = below 70

Summative Grades


50%

Progress Reporting



10%

Formative Grades 


20%

Final Exam/EOC




20%

A cumulative final will be given at the end of the first semester; at the end of the second, the county will administer an end of course test.  Both of these assessments will comprise 20% of the student's semester grade.

Extra Credit: Extra credit assignments or opportunities are not available in any Chattahoochee English class.

Dropped Grades: The Chattahoochee English Department recognizes that unforeseen circumstances sometime prevent students from doing their best work.  With that in mind, it is department policy to drop each student’s lowest quiz grade each semester. 

Remediation of Essays

The English department wants to make sure that students have the opportunity to meet the writing standards of the course.  Toward that end, most essay assignments (process papers, not timed writings) which fail to demonstrate mastery of these standards are eligible to be re-written according to the following guidelines:

A student who receives below an 80% based on the merits of the paper will have the opportunity to revise and resubmit the paper. If a student wishes remediation, they must schedule a conference with the teacher within a week of receiving their paper back. During the conference, the teacher will identify one skill for the student to focus on for revising (grammar, quote integration, organization, internal transitions, etc); the student can earn up to 10 points back for completing these directed revisions within the timeframe specified by the teacher.  If the student is still dissatisfied with their paper, they can schedule additional conferences and work on revising other skills for up to another 10 pts per skill.  The maximum grade possible on a remediated paper is an 80%.

Papers which have had points deducted for not following the directions of the assignment (i.e., lack of revisions, no pre-writing, being late, etc.) are eligible to be re-written; however, any such deductions will stand. For example, a later paper with a 10-point deduction can be remediated for a maximum score of a 70.

Parental Permission Form for Instructional Use of Videotape

Fulton County Schools - Chattahoochee High School

The following videos/films that require parental permission for viewing have been selected for possible viewing during the 2019-20 school year for AP English Language and Composition.

The Crucible - Rated PG-13 for intense depiction of the Salem witch trials
Meru – Rated R for language
The Great Gatsby – Rated PG-13 for some violent images, sexual content, smoking, partying and brief language
The videos support the following instructional objectives and entire films are rarely shown; segments pertinent to teaching objectives are shown.  An alternate assignment will be available for those who do not choose to view the films.

YES, ____________________________ has my permission to view all of the film clips.

NO, _____________________________ does not have my permission to view clips from the following films:

Additionally, signing below indicates that I have read and understood the classroom policies listed in the syllabus (see attached for the important policies and “highlights”).

Student Signature: ______________________________  
Student email:_________________________________

Parent Signature: ______________________________   
Parent email:__________________________________

Home Phone: __________________________   Parent Cell/Work Phone: __________________________

